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stand why Starling could have felt the necessity of a manual such 
as he wrote a few years ago. It was an excellent work, but too 
brief for these times in which physiology has come to occuyy such 
an important and extensive position in biology and medicine. 

In his last work, methods receive much more attention than is 
accorded them in other books of equal size, but this seems justifiable 
as the practical work in physiology which is given to the student 
in every good school, has created a desire among students not only 
to know that a thing is so, but also how it has been demonstrated. 
One shortcoming is the absence of references in the text which 
often is so convenient to the student who wishes to learn more 
of a subject. 

After a brief introduction the author takes up the chemistry of 
the constituents of the organism in a brief yet thorough enough 
manner. This is followed by a chapter on the energetic basis of 
the body which contains much of the important material contrib¬ 
uted to physiology by physical chemistry. The chapter is thor¬ 
oughly up to date. The following subjects are considered: The 
energy of molecules in solution, passage of water and dissolved 
substances across membranes, the properties of colloids, the 
mechanism of chemical changes in living matter, and the electrical 
changes in living tissues. With this the author plunges at once 
into special physiology, considering first the mechanism of move¬ 
ment and sensation. Then nutrition in all of its phases is taken 
up, and finally reproduction. The chapter on the ductless glands 
is excellent. The physiology of pregnancy and reproduction is 
given more space than is usually allotted to this subject. Each 
chapter so far as the reviewer can judge, is well balanced, contains 
well selected material and clear descriptions. E. L. 


Deformities, Including Diseases of the Bones and Joints. 

A Text-book of Orthopedic Surgery. By A. H. Tubby, 

M.S. (Lond.), F.R.C.S. (Eng.). Second edition. Vol. I; pp. SS3; 

603 illustrations. Vol. II; pp. 867; 4S3 illustrations. London: 

Macmillan & Co., Ltd., 1912. 

There has been an increasing ambition in many of the physi¬ 
cians who have devoted their attention to orthopedic surgery, 
to produce a book on the subject to serve at least four purposes: 
(1) As a text-book for students; (2) as a reference book; (3) to 
bring together in a logical sequence the maladies which belong 
to the specialty, and (4) to emphasize the writer’s views on condi¬ 
tions which absorb his especial interest. General and compre¬ 
hensive collections of orthopedic facts have not been, nor could 
they be, entirely satisfactory. The scope of orthopedic surgery 
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can be fairly clearly defined if it be approached in the proper 
spirit. Orthopedic surgery should embrace defects common to 
the body mechanisms upon which position, motion, and locomotion 
depend. Freely abridging the subject, and the inclusion of condi¬ 
tions which ‘do not belong to the specialty, should be reckoned 
with as faults. Tubby’s work approaches to a gratifying 
degree the needs that have been keenly felt by the more advanced 
students in orthopedic surgery. It is too comprehensive for the 
academic student, it would confuse and encumber his first skeletal 
notions of the subject. Some of the cuts are crude and do not 
emphasize the topic discussed. Many of them are especially 
noteworthy. The two volumes of the work contain over 1000 
cuts, 400 of which are original. Due credit is given to the authors 
of borrowed cuts, as well as to authors of ideas as to treatment 
and technique. 

The logical and etiological arrangement of the subject matter 
has received very careful attention. The context is to the point, 
although there are a few instances where verboseness can be 
charged, yet clearness and finish do not suffer seriously. A vein 
of optimism is felt which adds encouragement but which carries 
a danger of imparting prejudice. 

In this work there is not an offensive evidence of the author at 
every turn, nor is there an undue prominence of his views. It 
brings together the research, experiments, and experience of the 
leading orthopedic surgeons of the world in a very gratifying 
fashion; it is rich in bibliography. There is generally a pleasing 
diversification of opinion and methods of practice. Pathology 
and pathological anatomy have received a creditable amount of 
attention. 

Conclusions are augmented by facts from the author’s and 
other men’s hands, varying results are given frequently, which 
favor unbiased opinions. 

The thought that there is a lack of predominating originality 
arises in one’s mind as he inspects the work, its creation, however, 
entailed an enormous amount of labor for the author and his 
collaborators. Too much credit cannot be given for the indc- 
fatiguable energy with which the author pursued his task in 
compiling this diversified and orderly work. W. J. M. 


Sexual Impotence. By Victor C. Yecki, M.D., Mt. Zion 
Hospital, San Francisco. Fourth edition. Pp. 394. Philadel¬ 
phia: W. B. Saunders Company, 1912. 

The fourth edition of this book is revised and enlarged. It is 
written in a clear and bold style, and is stamped with the author’s 



